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particularly their unheard of Cruelties at 
Amboyna, and the Debates theron in the 
Engliſh Council, in the Reign of 


E 


James I. e 3 
Withtheir uſual Method of managing Treaties. 
Printed in the Year 1712. Price 6. d.) 
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Mg HE Dominion of the Belg;ck Pros 
| vinces devolving to Philip the Se- 


= _ cond King of Spain, and he deſigning 
to accompliſh for himſelf the Soveraiguty 
of Weſtern Empire; as the ſpeedieſt Mo- 
tive to it, reſolv'd to reduce thoſe Provinces 
into a Kingdom. But being Fortify'd with 
many ſingular and remarkable Privileges, 
moſt of them inconſiſtent with Monarchy, 
*twas look'd upon by the moſt Prudent of 
his Subjects, to be a Work of great diffi- 
culty and trouble. And not only this, but | 
the Reformation of Religion, which then be- 
gan to gather ſtrength, mov'd the King to 
endeavour to withdraw them again into the 
Boſome of the Church of Rome, which he 
ſuppos'd might be done by the Terror and 
Power of the Inquiſition : But this being too 
NO. oY violently 
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vialently oppos'd by the People, he then 


reſolv'd by the Sword, firſt to bring them to 
Obedince. 5 5 3 
Io which end, he ſent the Duke of Alu,, 
an old Experienc'd Captain, with a Puiſſant 
Army, to be his Vice-Roy among them ; who 
no ſooner was Eſtabliſn'd in his Govern- 
ment, but he rais'd up amongſt them that 
dreadſul Tribunal, call'd thd Bloet- Rod, that 
is, 4 Council of Flood, compos'd moſt of Na- 
tive Spaniards.” By which kind of Procee= 
dings he ſoon took off the Heads of the 
Counts de Horn and Egmont, and many o- 
ther Perſons of Quality, whom he knew eto 
be unſhaken aſſertors of Liberty. He then 
began to Erre& Citadels, impoſe Taxes, and 
in moſt Caſes to vary the Political part of 
the Government. Among the Reform'd he 
brought in the Inquiſition and carry'd things 
with a very heavy hand over the People, 
who to avoid ſuch Cruelties, fled in great 
Numbers from their Country. Some to Ger- 
many, others to France, but moſt to England, 
where they were Receiv'd with great Kind- 
neſs and Civility, Churches were appoin- 
ted, and ſeveral good Privileges aſſign'd 
them, which made the Hoſpitality they met 
with the more remarkable. 

During theſe Troubles, the Prince of 
Orange, and Count Lodowick, his Brother, 
were very active, and gave the Duke of Alva 
Employment; all Holland, except Amſterdam © 
follow'd the fortune and ſide of the Prince, 
together with all the Towns of Zealand, ex,“, 
_ cept Middleburgh. It happend likewiſe, that 
in the year 1573. the Duke of Alva 
1 | Was 6 
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was recall'd from his Government. And Don 
Lewis de Requena ſent in his room; and after 
bim the Duke of Parma, who was a greater 
> Scourge than ever to the Hollanders, and 
reduc'd them to the worſt Condition; ſo 
that by continual Oppreſſion in the year, 
1581, grown quite weary of the - Spaniſh 
© Yoke, they renounce their Allegiance to 
Spain in the Perſon of Philip the Second, 
> whom they declare to have Forfeited his 
= right of Soveraignty over them; they broke 
his Seals, change the Oath of Allegiance, 
and enter into a new One, ever to return 


to the Obedience of Spain. SEE = 
. This done, the States (for ſo they 
Chriſten'd themſelves after ) choſe Francis 
Duke of Anjon for their Prince, during 
whoſe unfortunate Government 'the Duke 
of Parma prevail'd every where, eſpeci- 
ally after the Death of William Prince of 
Orange, who was Treacherouſly Slain Anno, 
1584. Now where the Hollanders, truely 
Miſerable, deſperate of Pardon from their 
enrag'd Prince, and having no Perſon of 
ſufficent Courage or Ability, to lead them 
Forth, or of Power to Protect them, but 
ſuch as were likely to Regard their own 
Intereſt, before that of a ruin'd and deſ- 
ponding People. In this Conjuncture, Eng- 
land was the only place of Refuge they had 
left, which cou'd ſecure them if they took _ 
Sanctuary; in Order to which they humbly 
ſue to Queen Elixabeth offering her amongſt 
bother low and ſervile Expereſſions, the So- 
veraignty of their Country - But ſuch was 
che Goodneſs of that Heroick Queen, "= 
$ x © 


- 


(4) 


ſhe Excepted of nothing but the Honour of 9 
relieving her diſtreſſed Neighbours , and 


therefore took them Graciouſly into her Pro- 


tection, and upon theſe Conditions only, that 
ſhe ſnou'd lend them 5000 Foot, and 10000 
Horſe, for which they were to pay Her 
10 l. per Cent. for what Money ſhe ſhou'd diſ- 
burſe, with Intereſt upon Intereſt, and like- * 


wiſe 54, for every Eigliſh Gentleman or 


Officer, that ſhou'd dye in their Service. 
All which Sums were to be paid the Queen 
at the end of the War: and as a Security ? 
for it, the Cautionary Towns of the Briel, 
Fluſhing, and the Caſtle of Ramekins, ſnou d 


be deliver'd into her Majeſties Poſſeſſion. 
In compliance with this Agreement, the 
Queen ſent them 5000 Foot, and 1090 Horſe, 


with Money, and the Earl of Leiceſter for a 


General. The renown'd Sir Philip Sidney, 


was -dppointed Governor of Fluſhing, who 


afterwards dy'd in their Service. Likewiſe 
Caſimir, Son to the Elector Palatine, drew 


down to their Service, with 15000 Horſe 


and Foot, at the Inſtance and great Charge 
of the Queen; who now reſolv'd to give 
the HFollanders Marks of her Favour and Boun- 
ty, the Staple of Engliſh Cloath, that had 
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been formerly at Antwerp, ſhe ſettled at Deſ.ũ, 


in great Quantities, and by reaſon of the 
great Concourſe of People waich that Trade 
brought with it, the Town became Rich, 
well Built, and Beautify'd with ſpacious 
Meese. 1888 | 
Fluſhing, before the Engliſh came thither, 
was a very poor Town, but by the Coun- 
fenance of the Queen, the Engliſh Garriſon 
= es there, 


1 a 
there, and the Trade that the Engliſh brought 
to it, it flouriſh'd in a very high Meaſure, 
and by the ſame meaus ſo did all the great 
Towns and Cities thereabouts. She encou- 
rag'd them in their Trade, protected them 
in their Navigation, gave them Licences to 
Fiſh in the Britiſn Seas, (which before was 
not permitted to them) and the Engliſn did 
couragiouſly fight for them (to Vindicate 
their Rights) whilſt they were imploy'd in 
Fiſhing and in their ManufaQures, by which 
they increas'd in Wealth. But one Infelicity 
happen'd to them, that the King of Denmark 
having taken ſome Diſpleaſure againſt them, 
laid an Imbargo upon ſeven hundred of their 
Ships, which were paſſing backward and for- 
ward upon the Sound for Corn, by reaſon 
whereof the People there were now more 
diſtreſs'd with fear of a Famine, than the 
Sword of the Enemy. But the potent Queen 
preſently gave them Relief; for ſhe ſupply'd 
them with great Quantities of Corn. And 
by her Intereſt (with the Disburſment of 
ſome Monies) the Ships were diſcharged, 
and came home to their ſeveral Ports in the 
United Provinces. „„ 
+ Now was the Queen look'd on as their 
only Patroneſs, and the Engliſh the beſt Si- 
news of their Wars, and the Atchievers of 
the greateſt Exploits amongſt them. Near 
Newport was fought memorable Battle *twixt 
the Arch-duke Albert and the State. The Vi- 
Qory next under God was gain'd for the 
States by the Valour of the Exgliſh, and the 
excellent Conduct of thoſe noble and gallant 
Perſons, Sir Francis and Sir Horatio Vere. 


ED 


Oſtend not walled till the Low Country 
Wars, and then with a mud Wall only, and 


that not finiſh'd till the Arch-duke ſet down 


before it. Inſomuch as the Arch-dutcheſs 


Iſabella is ſaid to have ſworn, That ſhe would 
not ſhift her Smock till the Town was taken, 
who had ſhe kept her raſh Oath had been 
very dirty. For the Town being Garriſon'd 


by the Engliſh and under Sir Horatio Vere 


(who was Governor thereof) held out againſt 
the Arch-duke a Seige of three Years, and fo 
many Months. The Spaniard at this Seige 
loſt one hundred thouſand Men. 


Breda, a Town well Fortified, and the 


Barony of the Prince of Orange, from whom 
being taken by the Spaniards in the beginning 
of the Wars, *twas again recover'd by 70 
valorous Engliſh Soldiers, who hiding them- 
{ſelves in a Boat cover'd with Turf were con- 
vey'd into the Caſtle, which they eaſily Ma- 
ſter'd, and made the Prince Lord again of all 
his Dominions and Territories there. 


The particular Actions, Gallantry, and 


noble Attempts of the Engliſh here, would 
deſervea juſt Volume of themſelves. By their 
Valour and Courage moſt of the Spaniſh Sol- 
diers were ſo waſted and conſumed, that the 
King of Span was enforced (to put a ſtop to 


their Conqueſts) to ſend fifty thouſand vete- 


ran Soldiers out of Spain and Italy into Flan- 
ders. And the Queen did ſupply the States 


with anſwerable Men and Money, inſomuch 


as ſhe maintain'd for them forty thouſand 
Horſe and Foot in their Service. 


She made many Naval Expeditions into 


America, and there did much infeſt the Nog 
| O 
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of Spain, ſinking his Ships, burning his Towns, 

battering down his Forts and Caſtles, inter- 
rupting all his Trade and Commerce, and all 
this to bring their King to Reaſon and Juſtice 
as to the United Provinces. 

The King of Spain, hereat exceedingly 
incens'd, Anno 1588, ſent his invincible Arma- 
da againſt England, rais'd a Rebellion in Je- 
> land againſt the Queen, ſent many. Spaniſh 
Z Soldiers to Kingſale to the Aſſiſtance. I the 
Rebels there, — many Depredations 
in Cornwall here, many ſanguinary and deſpe- 
rate Perſons were incourag'd to Poiſon, 
Murder and Deſtroy her, who made many At- 
tempts upon her Royal Perſon. So that this 
excellent Queen being beſet with ſo many 
Calamities, and wearied with the Wars in 
the Netherlands (becauſe they did ſo exhauſt 
her Treaſure, and deſtroy her brave People ; 
and finding the States to grow ſo inſolent, 
and to perform no Agreements, and with all 
obſerving their Subjects to grow Rich by the 
War. (of which they made a Trade and Mer- 
chandiſe) and her Kingdoms to be thereby 
impoveriſh'd, ſhe was reſolv'd to make Peace 
with the Spaniards (being aſſured the Belgicł 
War was never to be ended by Con queſt) 
and to that purpoſe ſhe ſignified her * 
Pleaſure to the States. But — finding her 

Majeſty to be in earneſt (as ſhe had reaſon 
for it) they were much perplexed. For if 
ſhe had deſerted them, they had loſt their 
chief and only Support. They ſent over their 
Ambaſſadors into England, and in the moſt 
humble manner that could be, Petition'd her 
Majeſty that ſhe would not caſt off the Cauſe 


of 


of God and Man, and leave ſixty Towns with 
a poor diſtreſſed People a Prey to the Malice 


and Avarice of the barbarous Spaniard. But 


ſhe earneſtly preſs'd them for the Payment of 
her Money, adding with all Threats; Thar if 


ſhe was not Obey'd therein, ſhe wou'd take 


Courſes as her Lenity was not us'd to be 
acquainted with, and ſo diſmiſs'd them. 

Hereat the States were much diſturbed: And 
Anno 1598 Under the Appellation of Diftreſſed 


States, ſent the Lord Warmond and others 
their humble Suppliants to her Majeſty, who 


in the loweſt Poſture of Humility did ac- 
knowledge themſelves oblig'd to her for in- 
finite Benefits. 8 


As for the Money which the States ow'd 


her, they beſeech'd her Majeſty to conſider 


the Dangers daily growing upon them, their 


Diſability to pay,-and that by original Agree- 
ment with her Majeſty, no Monies were to 
be paid till the Wars were ended. 


The Queen underſtanding their Unjuſt 


Practices and ill Dealings with her, told them 
ſhe had been often deluded by their deceitful 
Supplications, ungrateful Actions, unhandſom 
Cavallings. and pretences of Poverty (when 
their rich Cities confuted them) and ſhe 
hoped God would not ſuffer her to be a Pat- 
tern to other Princes to help fuch a People, 
who bear no Reverence to Snperiors, nor 
take Care for the Advantage, Reputation, or 
Safety of any but themſelves: And requir'd 
them to pay the Money they ow'd her; and 
adviſed them for the future that they ſhould 


not ſeek a Remedy againſt growing Danger 


from old Accounts by Compulſion, but rather 
1 merit 
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CHE 
merit new Favours by their Gratitude and 
Thanks for the former. | - 

At theſe Expreſſions of her Majeſty, the 
poor Diftreſſed States thought themſelves 
Confounded, both for their former and future 
Charges. Yet conſidering the Name of Al- 

*Z liance with England was of exceeding Advan- 
tage to them, they reſolv'd to ſubmit (as in- 
deed they could not avoid) to ſuch Conditi- 
ons as her Majeſty ſnould lay upon them. 4 
The Queen again preſs'd them for the 
Payment of her Money, and for Peace, but ſhe 
Z cou'd (incline them to neither (being never 
= diſpoſed to pay her Money, which muſt be 
at the End of the War) Yet in compliance 
with her Majeſty the Account was Stated. 
And the Principal Debt (beſides Intereſt upon 
Intereſt, and the loſs of her Subjects in their 
Wars) amounted to 8000000 Crowns. Hows 
ever, they agreed to pay her Majeſty during 
the War 100000 Pounds yearly, and the re- 
mainder when Peace was concluded, and the 
cautionary Towns ſurrendred, and that in 
the mean time 1500 Engliſh Soldiers ſhould 
remain in theGarriſons, and that the States 
.- ſhould pay them. 1 . 
The Queen having ber Debts Stated, began 
to be more friendly to them, and permitted 
them to follow their Trade of Fiſhing upon 
the Brittiſh Seas, that they might be the bet- 


FJ, 


ter able to pay her, aud ſupport the Charges 

of their War, which they did EffeQually. | 
But I cov'd never find that they ever paid 
ber any of the Money they ow'd her. For it's 
not to be conceiv'd that thoſe Perſons whom 

her Majeſty for ſo many Years could not bring | 

Br dC | to f 
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thing. 


But her Majeſty growing into Years, and 
thoſe . Vigorous and great Parts ſhe for- 


merly had, ſomewhat declining, that the 


Queen might not exact of them the payment 


of her Money, according to the former Agree- 
ment, they were continually infuſing Jealou- 
fies into her Head, of ſecret Deſigns that 
were harbour'd againft her by Spain; and 
by ſuch kind of Amuſements Poſt-pon'd the 
payment of her Money; who notwithſtan- 
ding kept on her Supplies, and aſſiſted them 


with all they requir'd : And this ſhe did till 


the time of her Death, Anno 1603. Having 
1oſt in their Service 1c0000,of her Subjects, 
and expended for them in Naval Expeditions 
againſt the Spaniards, either in America, or 
_ elſewhere, above a Million of Money, beſides 
the Debt they had contracted to repay her. 

King James being Proclaim'd, as the un- 
doubted Succeſſor to her Majeſty Queen Eli- 
zabeth;, the States ſent their Ambaſladors in- 
to England, with Compliments of Condolance 
and Cougratulation ; and to fignifie to his 


Majeſty at the ſame time, that as they had 


loſt ſo great a Friend as the Queen, to whoſe 


Goodneſs they ow'd the ſafety of their State, 


ſo they hop'd they ſhou'd find his Majeſty, 


as the true Heir to her Kingdoms, ſo the 


therefore endeavour'd to perſwade the King 


to a War with Spain, and ask'd Supplies of 


him. But Ring James being a prudent Prince, 


was not eaſily taken by theſe ſpecious In- 


treaties, telling their Ambaſſadors, after he 


oe 2 
8 N 
5 
2 
2 
J . 1 
— © 
N 
. 
. 
r 


fx 
1 


Con F 


- had maturely weigh'd the Matter, that as to 


his part, he had no Quarrel with the Spani- 


ards; beſides King Philip had voluntarily 


offer d him his Aſſiſtance, if any Diſpute 


ſhou'd have ariſen concerning his Succeſſion 


to the Crown of Eugland, and as for the 
Arch-duke, he made War with the Queen, 


not with the Realm: This Anſwer gave no 


ſmall Diſatisfaction to the Stater; However, 
King James came to a Treaty with the Spani- 
ard, and concluded a League with them ſoon 


after; wherein the Sates were offer'd to be 


comprehended at the Inſtance of his Majeſty, 


but they refus'd it. The King therefbre 
thinking to facilitate the matter, by his 
friendly Mediation, prevail'd with the King of 
Spain to make them offers of Peace; hut they let 
his Majeſty know, that they wou'd not enter 


into any Negotiation with Spain, unleſs they 
were acknowledg'd by them to be a free 
State, abſtracted from all Right and Title 


to any of the Provinces, or Places by them 
poſleſs'd. All which, after ſome trouble, the 
King effected for them, and ſo Auno 1609 4 

Peace was concluded between the King of 


£30 i 


Spain and them.. 0 2h E 
The Provinces in Poſſeſſion of the States, 


at the time of concluding this Peace, were, 


Holland, Zealand, | Weſt-friezland, Overyſſell, 
Groningland, Utrecht, Zutphen; three parts of 


Gelderland, and likewiſe ſome Frontier Towns 
and Places of Contribution in Brabant and 
Flanders. Being now declar'd free States, and 
independent Lords, they found themſelves, 


tho' at Peace with Spain, ohlig'd to maintain 
an A 


my in their Country tor their oπ]A Se- 
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curity, the charge whereof cou'd not amount 


to leſs than 600000 |. yearly, beſides other 


vaſt Expences, as the preſervation of 


their Dykes, Cc. All which, or the gre - 


teſt part thereof, they are ſaid to have rais'd 
by Fiſhing in the Britiſh Seas, and other En- 
croachments on the Engliſh Trade and Privi- 


leges. Having thus ſhook off the weight of 


publick Grievance from the Spaniard, and 
elbow'd themſelves a little more room among 


their Neighbours, they began to think their 


new Soveraignity a little Eclips'd, by the 
cautionary. Towns remaining in the Hands 
of the Engliſh, which they ſuſpected one time 
or other might prove a Curb to them : But 
being unwilling to move the King about them, 
in regard of the great Sums of Money ſtill 


owing to him, they enter'd into a Project, - 


very ſuitable to the Maxims on which all 
their Actions are founded; this was, by be- 
ginning to refuſe the Engliſh Soldiers in Gar- 
riſon therein their Pay, whom they very 


well knew, under ſach a preſſing Neceſlity, 


wou'd be oblig'd to borrow Money of the 
States of Zealand for their preſent Support. 
This being done, they communicated the ſame 
to Sir Ralph Minwood, his Majeſty's Embaffa- 


dor at the Hague, who was look'd on as a2 


very favourable Inſtrument to them to far- 
ther their Deſign; and at the ſame time ſent 


Inſtructions to the Lord Caroon their Embaſſa- 
dor in England, to acquaint the Lord Trea- 


ſurer herewith, and in caſe of no Satisfacti- 
on from him, to lay it before the King; 


which was done; and his Majeſty highly 1 


incens'd that his Subjects and Soldiers ſhou'd 
. e . ſtarve 


Be 
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ſent for the Lord Treaſurer, who drawing 
his Majeſty aſide, told him how empty his 
+ Exchequer was, and the great want of Money 
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ſtarue for want of their Pay in Foreign Parts, 


there was in the Kingdom; which the King 
conſidering as a thing real and unaffected, 
told the Dutch Embaſſador, that if his Ma- 


ſtters wou'd pay him the Money they o-w'd 
him, he wou'd deliver up their cautionary 


Towns. This was the Goal they ſtrove for, 


and their Embaſſador waiting on the King 
the next Day, to know whether his Majeſty 


continued in the ſame Reſolution; was 
anſwerd, That as he knew the States of 
Holland ro be his good Friends and Allies, 
both in Point of Religion and Policy, he appre- 
hended no fear of any Difference enſuing between 
them, and therefore upon the Conditions he had 
mention d, he wou d give the neceſſary Orders for 
the Delivery of their Towns. Hereupon, the 
States immediately made up the Money and 


ſent it to the King, and had the cautionary 


Towns deliver'd to them Anno 1616. The 


King remitting all the Intereſt, and 5 J. for 


every Gentleman or Officer that dy'd in their 
Service, which Sum wou'd far have exceeded 
the Principal; the King of Spain having ſpent 
in thoſe Wars no leſs than fifty Millions of 


Crowns, and waſted 600000 Men. 


What Sum they then pay'd his Majeſty. 
I have never ſeen mention'd, but it gives a 
certain Indication of the indirect Practices 
they have always purſu'd to widen their 
Dominions, and enlarge their Power and 


Prerogatire. But now having got Poſſeſſion 


of their Towns, which were the Lock and 


. Rey 


Key of their Provinces, they preſently from 
poor diſtreſſed States, were ſwell'd to thoſe 


lofty and magnificent Titles, of High and 
Mighty. Having now time to look about 


them, they began to think of extending their 


Trade, and projected their Naval Expediti- 
ons into America, and other parts of the 
World 


4 
* 
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they throve ſo exceedingly, that towards the 


latter end, of his Reign, they employ'd an- 


5 


nue eise thouſand four hundred Veſſels 
upon the Britiſh Coat, which Number aug- 


mented every Day, till they had in a manner 
wholly Engroſs'd the Trade, and procur'd 


to themſelves ſuch a Seminary of Mariners 


ready, for publick Service, or Navigation, 
that their Power at Sea, and that on any ſud- 


dain Emergency is almoſt incredible; and 


likewiſe by an eaſy Computation, it appear'd 
that they made in one Year, by the Herrings 
only, caught in the Britiſh Seas, the Sum of 
fire Million of Pounds, the Cuſtom, and 


Tenth Penny, of which advancing to the 


publick Treaſury no leſs than 800000 J. be- 
ſides all other Fiſh, computed to amount to 


near three Millions more. 


By the Ailiſtance of their Naval Strength | 
they have extended their Trade to all parts 
of the World, Exporting for the moſt part 


in all their Voyages, our Herrings and other 
Fulh ; in Exchange whereof they return the 


ſeveral Commodities of other Countries, and 


fell the ſame at their own Prices, Great 
part of their Fiſh they ſell for ready Money, 
which they commonly import of the fineſt 

ne hay 


rid; and by permiſſion from King James, 
fell to Fiſhing upon. the Britiſh Seas, wherein 
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Lato and Cambells in the Iſland of Seran. 
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Gold and Silver, and coming home, re-coin 
it of a worſe Alloy, under their own Stamp, 
which advances the Riches of their Country, 
and the Returns they make for their Fiſh in 
other Commodities is very great, all which 
is owing to the Indulgency and Bounty of 
the Kings of England, which they have made 


but ingrateful Returns for; for being now 


grown formidable, and the Engliſh and they 
having ſeveral Factories in the Iſles of Mal- 
lucca Banda, Amboyna, and elſewhere 1n the 
Eat Indies, the Engliſh having been ſettled 
there ſome Years before the Hollanders made 
any Diſcovery of thoſe Iſlands. In the Year 
619 there was a folemn League and Agree- 
ment between King James and the States of 
Holland, in a ſtri& Alliance, and ſolid Con- 
federacy of the Engliſh Eaſt India Company, 
and that of the United Provinces, for the better 
advancing and carrying on the Trade and 
Commerce in thoſe Iſlands, and elſewhere 


in the Eaſt Indies: But when their Intereſt 


prevail'd, they diſpenc'd with theſe ſolemn 
Obligations, and forgot all the Gratitude 
they ow'd the Engliſh, Et ee 

At Amboyna, one of the Scyndæ or Setibe 
Iſlands lying near Seran, having many leſſer 
lands depending on it, being of the Circuit 
of about 60 Leagues, plentifully ſtock'd with 
Cloves, for the gathering ard buying where- 
of, the Engliſh had plac d five ſeveral Facto- 
ries; the chief of which was at the Town 
of Amboyna, the Capital of the Iland, from 
whence it took its Name: Two at Hitto and 
Larico in the ſame liland, and two others at 
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But this being a very lovely Bait to the 


Hollanders, and withall finding themſelves leſs 


belov'd and eſteem'd by the Natives than 
the Engliſh, who 1 highly to improve 
their Trade in thoſe Parts, they began to 
contrirxe how they might get the whole 
Traffic k of thoſe Iſlands to themſelves. | 

To Engroſs which, and at the ſame time 
to gratify their Envy and bloody Ambition, 


they contriv'd a Means, not by a Maſſacre, 


ſays my Author, for that had been a mer- 
citul Miſchief, but by Torture to give their 


Cruelty the greater Countenance, and make 


it ſeem like Juſtice, and that in ſo horrid and 
barbarous a manner, as if they had reak'd 
their Vengeance on Indian Tygers. Their 
pretence was, that Captain Gabriel Tower ſon 


the chief Agent for the Engliſh, and the reſt 


of the Engliſh Factory, had form'd a Deſign, 


by the Aſſiſtance of ſome few Faporeſſes, to 


poſleſs themſelves of the Caſtle, and expel 
the Dutch out of the Iſland : And under this 
ſpecious Colour they ſeiz d upon them una- 
wares, and began with them in the follow- 
ing manner. Having no other Accuſers, or 
Witneſſes but the accuſed themſelves, they ſet 
their bloody Engines to work, and brought 
them to the Rack, which extending their Si- 
news, drew them out in length, in moſt exqui- 


ſite Torture, which not being ſufficient, they 


forcibly put Water down their Throats, 
which they receiv'd by their own Reſpirati- 


on and Breathing: This ſwell'd their Bodies 
to a large Proportion, making their Eyes 


ready to ſtart out of their Heads. Such 
whoſe ſturdy Innocence, wou'd let them 
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ſubmit to accuſe m_ ſelves, they burnt the 
Souls of their Feet with Candles, till the 
> moiſture which drop'd from them extinguiſh'd 
the Flame, and at the ſame time, with theſe 
burning Inſtruments, they bor'd holes in their 
ſides, till their Entrails were ſeen ; yet wou'd 
” they not ſee or acknowledge their Innocence. 
But as it cou'd not be expected, that ſo 
many ſhou'd all have Courage and Conſtancy 
of Mind enough to undergo this horrid Tor- 
ture, ſome of them willing to be ſhut out of 
their Pains, confeſs'd whatever their cruel 
Tormenters ſuggeſted to them; who having 
now wrought their purpoſe, to make them 
accuſe themſelves, they craftily got it under 
their Hands, and ſo concluded their mon- 
ſtrous Tragedy, by cutting off ſome of their 


' Heads; believing they had now a ſufficient 


Countenance for their Barbarity and Trea- 
chery: Yet ſo ſhallow and vain was their 
Pretence, that there was not at this time a- 
© bove twenty Engliſh in Amboyna, nor more 


than thirty Japoneſſes, with whom they were 


” faid to concert this Conſpiracy; while there 
Was in the Fort they were to betray, I'wo 
Hundred Datch Soldiers, and Eight Ships well 
Man'd riding before it, two whereof were of 
1200 Tuns apiece: Beſides, the Dutch had two 
other Caſtles on the ſame Ifland well Garri- 
ſon'd, and therefore could not really be under 
any of thoſe dreadful A pprehenſions they pre- 
tended from ſo weak and inconſiderable a Force: 
Nay, had cke Engliſh effected their pretended 
purpoſe, it appears, that it cou'd have pro- 
duc'd no other end, but the utter Ruin of 
their Eſtabliſhment, and everlaſting Infamy to 
| D 5 their 
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their Methories, being well aſſur d, that the 
Dutch were by the laſt and moſt ample Agree- 
ments with the King, to have the Caſtle con- 
firm'd to them for ever, who hated Treaſon 


at his Soul, and never wou'd have pardon'd 


ſo great a Piece of Villany ; whereas they were 
all of them Men of the cleareſt- Reputation 
and upright Conduct; and ſeal'd their Inno- 
cence with their Blood, denying every Sylla- 
ble of their Accuſation to the laſt. 

Ten of the Engliſh loſt their Lives, of 
which Captain Gabriel T owerſon was one, the 
reſt with rack'd, burnt and macerated Bodies, 
were ſent out of the Iſland to other Engliſh 


Plantations, and ſo the whole Factory was 


deſtroy'd, the Dutch wreſting the whole Trade 
into their Hands, which they have ever ſince 
enjoy'd. And to put a farther Colour on this 


| horrid Maſſacre, nine Faponeſſes and one Portu- 


gueze were made Acceſlaries with the Engliſh 


in their pretended Deſign : Theſe they rack'd 


to the ſame Confeſſion, and then Executed 
them, there being more Terror in their Exa- 


mination, than in the Puniſhment of their 


pretended Crime. 


This Cruelty had made an incurable Wound : 


„ 


between the two Nations, the Noiſe alone 


having given Animoſity enough, but that it 


was new Skin'd over, and the bloody Garment 'Y 


taken off by Datch Apologies, and preſented 
at Court with a Face of Juitice. Yet the 
King ſo reſented it, that he told the Dutch 
Ambaſſadors, That he never read, or heard of 4 


more cruel or impious Act. Nor was it put up A 


to, for there were thoſe about the King, who 
CIT into the Conduct of the Dutch, (tho' they 
ance 


_ (Gi: - =” 
wanted not for Friends neither) and that their 
Ambition and Cruelty wou'd extend further, 
if this Affront was ſilently put up.  _ 

Hereupon James I. King of . and 
after him Charles 1. highly reſenting the Fact, 
thence forward failed not to attack the Com- 
paoany's Ships, either in the open Sea, or by 
way of Repriſal, to detain and arreſt them 

in their Harbours; which, when the Directors 
of the ſaid Company found to be grievous 
and detrimental to them, they ſent by their 
Embaſſadors to the King of England, and made 
him a Tender of a large Sum of Money, for 
an Abolition of all paſt Pretentions, and that 
the Dutch might peaceably as before continue 
their Eaſt-· India Trade and Navigation. 
Wherefore the Matter came to be debated ig 
the King's Council, Whether it were expe- 
dient and for the benefit of the Kingdom of 
England, for a ſingle Sum of Money, to deſiſt 
from, and renounce all the Pretentions they had 
> upon the Datch Nation. 2 | 
2 Some there were indeed who were for polt- 
poning all other Conſiderations, and thought 
it adviſable io accept of the Offer made unto 
them, ſaying, On. Fe 
1, That the Sum which was offered was 
great, and ſuch an one, that in caſe the King 
of England at any time did Set upon or Ar- 
> reſt the Dutch Ships, he could not eaſily, and 
that not before expiration of many Years, and 
- the hazard of many Sea-fights or Rencounters, 
be able to extort or get ſo much from them. 
2. That the Durch themſelves grew more 
potent Day by Day, by the increaſe of their 
Trade and Territories; and the more power- 
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ful they grew, the leſs Money they wou' d af- 
terwards offer, and be able to defend them- 
ſelves the more eaſily againſt the Invaſions of 
the Engliſh; and therefore that they were not 
now to reject the larger Sum that was ten- 
dered them from a weak State, which when” 
it grew ftronger would not offer them ſo 
much. on . | 
- 3- That they could not preſently and im- 
punedly ſet vpon their Ships, by reaſon of the 
Peace made with the Dutch States; neither 
could they be arreſted or detained any where 
but in the Engliſh Ports; but they rarely and 
at no other time than when forced in by a2 
Storm, put into their Ports, and that there- 
fore they ſeldom had an Opportunity to ex- 
tort any thing from them; and ſo, ſeeing 
there was ſo much now offered at once, they 
ought to be ſatisfied with it. 
Others were of contrary Sentiments, and 
argued aiter this manner againſt taking the 
r 2 bs” 
1. That to ſuffer the King's Honour and Pre- 
rogative to be injured in his Subjects, by pre- 
tending to make a Compenſation with a Sum 
of Money, would bring Majeſty into contempt, 
ſeeing there was no Proportion between the 
Offence and the Sum of Money, tho? very 
large, that was offered by way of ſatisfaction 
or it. Fg | 
2, Suppoling the Dutch grew never ſo ſtrong, 
yet it could not in time of need, which ſel- 
dom milled, but put into the Engliſh Ports; 
and in this Caſe the moſt potent even ſtand in 
need of the Conveniences belonging to thoſe 
who are much inferior to them. be 1 
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3. That indeed they nad hitherto met with 
bur few Opportunities of ſeizing the Dutch 
Ships in their Harbours, but they might have 
them ofiner for the future; and that the Ac- 
_ cidents and Injuries of the Winds and Seas 
were eternal; Wherefore it was net conve- 
nient they ſhould be parted with for one Sum 
of Money- 
4. That the Dutch themſelves would upon 
his Occaſion leave their uſual Paſſage to Hel- 
land, between England and France, thro' our 
Channel, and for fear leſt they ſhould be the 
more eafily attack'd by the Engliſh, take a lar- 
ger Compaſs, and fail thro? the wide Northern 
Ocean, round about Ireland, for their own 
Country. By how much the longer that Voy- 
age is, by ſo much the more chargeable it 
muſt be, for as much alſo as that part of the 
Northern Ocean is more liable to Storms and 
bad Weather ; that indeed they hitherto ſailed 
with good Succeſs enough, but if once they 
ſhould happen to loſe Ships and Goods, what 
reaſon was there to doubt but that they would 
offer much more. 

5- It was much oreater in a Government 
to keep up its Pretenſions than to part with 
them, that the injured Perſon and Pretender 
can always require and demand ſomething ; 
he that ſuffers Satisfaction to be made him, he 
receives a thing all at once, and in the mean 
time, upon the preſenting afterwards of much 
better Opportunities, loſes all. 

Moſt of the Councellors agreed to the laſt 
Opinion, and ſo the King rejecting the Money 

which they offered him, reſerved the Matter 
of his Fretenſions inviolable. 


It 
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It appear'd for a long time, that the King 
took the beſt Counſel, but the unhappy Civil 
War that enſued in Eugland, and Changes in 
Government, occaſioned ſuch a Viciſſitude in 
Things, that perhaps the Money might have 
been as well taken and the King demit in his 
Pretenſions. | - 7 3 
Nor cou'd I ever find that any Satisfaction 
has been ſince made, which time may produce 
an Opportunity ſtill to demand, if they con- 
tinue to treat England with ſuch Contempt, 
and reject a Friendſhip that has in all Ages ſup- 
ported them: But I now paſs on to their 
Uſurpations. . | 
Having thus murder'd the Ergliſh, their 
Ambition and Ingratitude did not end there, 
but they forcibly ſeiz'd upon the Iſlands of 
Seran, Nero, Waire, Roſingen, Layrto, Cambello, 
Nitto, Larica, Lantare, the Iſlands of Poloroone, 


near the Mollacca, Poloway, and Machaſſer 


Iſlands of Banda. All which were formerly 
jurrender'd by the general Conſent of the 
Natives to the Engliſh, and under the Sove- 
raignty of the Kings of England. They like- 
wiſe ſeiz'd their Factories and Goods there, 
and poſſeſs'd themſelves of one Thouſand 
eight Hundred Engliſh, whom they diſpos'd 
of into their own Iflands. By which Artifice 
_ they gain'd to themſelves, Amboyna, Banda, 
the Mollucca Hands, Fernale, Tidor, Maner, Ro- 
chian, Mac hi am, and Botono, with ſome others. 
In all which the Engliſh had had Factories, and 
ſome Caſtles; Iſlands productive of Cloves, 
Nutmegs, Mace, Cinamon, and other Rich 
Commodities, and from whence the Perſians, 
Turks, Chinois, and Africans fetch'd them; fo 

| . 
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that they have gain d to themſelves the Trade, 
of the whole World for Spices; and by the 
loſs of which, there is ſaid to be drain'd year- 
ly out of the Engliſh Dominions for Spices, 
4.00000 l. Beſides the loſs of Trade in thoſe 
Iſlands, which by continually improving, cou'd 
not have amounted to leſs 4ooo000!, Yearly, 
The Advantage whereof eannot amount to 
the Dutch to leſs, than 7o00000/, Yearly, 


they uſually ſetting what Rates they pleaſe upon 
theſe Commodities. By theſe unjuſt Practices 


the Stock of the Engliſh Company, which 
amounted to about 1600000 J. was the grea- 
teſt part of it loſt. "a I 


Poloroone, by the general and voluntary Act 
of the chief of the Country was given into the 


Power of King James I. No other Nation at 
that time having any Intereſt in it, or Pretenſion 
to it, being a very rich and plentiful Iſland, 
from whence England might have Expected 
great Treaſure and Advantage. Yet the Dutch 
notwithſtanding their League and Treaty with 

that Prince Anno. 1619. Enter'd the ſaid 
Iſland, demoliſh'd all their Buildings, pull'd 
up their Nutmeg Trees and ſent them to 
their own Iſlands to be planted; they like- 
wiſe deſtroy'd their Factories there, ſeis'd up- 
on their Goods, and forc'd the Engliſh out 
of it, under Colour of a Plot, that the Oran- 
Key, and Nobles of Poloroone, had Conſpir'd 
with the People of Seran to Maſſacre the 

Dutch. The Dutch Governor at Poloway, ſent 
Command to the Orar-Krys to come over to 
him; a Prieſt, and 70 Oran-Keys went accor- 


dingly, where as ſoon as they arriv'd they 


were ſeis'd and carried Prifoncrs to the Caſtle, 
| _ | Then 
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Then the Governor with 200 Soldiers went 
to Poloroone, whence he fetch'd the reſt of 
the Oran-Keys, and put them in the ſame hold, 
who were ſoon brought to the Torture of 
Fire and Water, as practis'd on the Engliſh at 
Amboyna, Two of them died water their 
Tormentors hands, the reſt being 162 in 
number were all upon their forc'd Confeſſions, 
Condemn'd and Executed. The Prieſt : when 
he came to the Place of Execution, ſpoke theſe 
Words in the Maltatian Tongue: All ye Great 
and Small, Rich and Poor, Black and White, look 
to it, we have Committed no Fault, and when 
he wou'd have ſpoken more, he was taken 
by the Head and Feet, laid along, and Cut 
in two in the Middle. Their Wives, Slaves, 
with all their Goods, were ſeiz'd by the Dutch, 
and ſent into other Iſlands, and all this Cruel- 
ty ſeem'd to have no other Foundation, than 
that the Oran. Keys had an Eſteem for the 
Engliſb. 

in the like manner, having forceibly taken 
the Town and Caſtle of Mullacca from the 
Portugueſe, they ſuffer d no Ships of any Prince 
in Europe, to paſs the Streights of Multacca 
into the South- Seas to China, &c. Upon pain 
of Seizing and Confiſcating the Ships, Men 
and Goods. To which purpoſe they granted 


Commiſſions to their Captains of Ships, to 


Seize all Ships paſling 'thoſe Streights, which 
before their Uturpation, was free to all Na- 
tions, or elſe to ſink or burn them, which Re- 
ftraint was a very great loſs to the Engliſh, 
in particular, but of vaſt Advantage to the 


Dutch themſelves. Anne, 1620, Cape Bon de 


Eſperanza, was in the tands of the Engliſh, 


= 
by whom it was taken for the uſe of King 
James |. but they were forc'd out of it by the 
Dutch, who have there a very Flouriſhing 
Plantation. And thereupon the ſame - Year, 
_ ſeiz'd upon two Engliſh Ships, the Bear 
and the Star, in the Streights of Mullacca go- 
ing to China, and Confiſcated Ships and Goods, 
valued at 15000007. As they did alſo on 
the Ship Bona Eſperanza in the Year 1635. 
going to China the ſame way, valued at 
I 00000 /. * | | ; 
The next Year, two other Engliſh Ships 
call'd the Dragon and Katherine, valu'd at 
300000/. Beſides their Commanders and o- 
thers, who had very great Effects therein, 
were ſet upon by the Dutch Men of War, 
as they paſt the Streights of Mullacca from 
China, and taken: The Men were ty'd back 
to back, and Flung over Board, the Goods 
ſeis'd to the uſe of the States, and the Ships 
Sunk to conceal the matter. * 
In Aru and Manucado, in Sumatia, an Ori- 
ental Iſland, the Engliſh had ſeveral Factories, 
given by conſent of the King and Natives, 
but were forcibly Diſpoſſeſs'd thereof by the 
Dutch Anno, 1625, and forc'd to leave their 
Settlements. The like in Pachane, the chief 
City of Pachane, one of the Kingdoms of Siam, 
in India, where by the Treachery of the Dutch 
they were thrown out of all ro their great 
Damage, Pacham being a great Country for 
Gold and Silver, Pearls, Precious Stones, and 
many other rich Commodities. 
In] 1636, the Dutch made War againſt the 
King of Bantam, one of the Kings of Jura 
Major, for litile other Cauſe than his fa vou- 
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ring the Engliſh, in permitting them. to have 
ſeveral Factories in Sunda and Jambe for Pep- 
per, whom they wou'd have Driven from 
thence, and Engroſs'd the whole Trade of that 
Commodity to themſelves. De 

As they had made themſelves Maſters of 
the South Seas, ſo Anno 1562 taking Cochen 
from the Portugueſe, and other Ports upon the 
Coaſts of Mallabar, they drew to themſelves 
the ſole Com mand of the Norh Seas, from 
Aullabar to India, Perſia, Arabia, the Red Sea, 
Moſambique, all along to Cabo de Bon Eſperanza, 
their Inſolencies and Oppreſſions not Exten- 
ding tothe Engliſh alone, but co other Kings 
and Princes of Europe: And now whether it 
may not. with the help of a little Logick be 
concluded out of their ſtile, — Conſider the States 
General of the United Provinces of Battavia, 
 Amboyna, Tewan, &c. Commanders of all the Seas 
of the Worl, Protettors of all the Kings and Princes 
in Europe, and Supreme Moderators of the Affairs 
of Chriſtendom: For ſo they ſtile and write 
themſelves in the Eaſt Indies, | 

By ſuch ſteps as theſe, they have Clim'd up 
to ſuch immenſe Pyramids of Dominion and 
Power in the Indies, that they are grown for- 
midable to the greateſt Emperors and Princes 
there, and at the {ame time, have Excluded | 
the Subjects of all Rings and Princes of Europe 
from Traffick a (Commerce where they have 
any Tarritories or Power. If we conſider 
how many Rich and large Dominions the Kings 
of England had once the Soveraignity of in the 
Eaſt Indies, and what Flouriſhing Factories 
their Subjects enjoy'd there, it cannot but be 
matter of ſad Reflection to an Engliſh Spirit 

to 
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to think that we ſhou'd be diveſted thereof, 
by a People, who had formerly nothing but. 
the Favour of the Kings of Great Britain to 
ſupport them, nor no Fortreſs to defend them 
there, but that of Amboyna, and that built by 
the Money of the Engliſh Company. And it is 
certainly the higheſt Mark of Ingratitude now, 
that they treat her Majeſty with ſuch Inſo- 
| lence, to deny her not only the Honour of. 
making Peace, but even to reap the leaſt Ad- 
vantage in her Trade; being ſtruck to the 
Heart at the Acquiſitions we are ta have in 
the South Seas, for the Benefit and Security of 
our Trade there, and the Aſſiento for furniſh- 
ing Negroes, which they can by no means 
brook, becauſe it admits us to ſome Degree 
of Privilege atid Commerce with themſelves. 
Nor were theſe unparalleFd Barbarities and 
Inſolences acted in America, the only way by 
which they expreſs'd their [ngratitude to the 
Kings of England; but they likewiſe gave 
ſome Manifeſtation of it in Europe; for in the 
Year 1639, when the King of Spain ſent his 
Armado, with ſome Soldiers into Flanders, to 
place in his Garriſons there, the ſame was by 
_ contrary Winds driven on the Engliſh Coaſt, 
where the Dutch fell on them at Dover, and 
deſtroy'd moſt of that Fleet, tho? their Owner 
was then in profound Peace with the King of 
England, and were then under his immediate 
Protection, and againſt his Majeſty's Deſire 
ſignified to them, thereby ufurping the Sove- 
raignty to themſelves, and affronting his Ma- 
jeſty, by giving him Laws in his own Domi- 
nions ; which his Majeſty King Charles I. had 
4 1 e 3 not 
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not then paſs'd by, but for ſame Troubles that 
ire 
Monarchy, and with that the Glory of the 
Britiſh Nation was now departed; the People 
here had Modell'd themſelves into a Tyranni- 
cal Common-wealch; under which Confuſion 


of Government, it ſeems they took the better 


and fuller proſpect of the Uſurpations, Inju- 
ries and Oppreſſions of their Neighbours, and 
were leſs able to endure it, which preſented 
to them ſuch a horrid Complexion of Injuſtice, 
that the new Common- wealth denounce War 
againſt the old States: They obtain many 
ſignal Victories, and had much diſabled their 
Naval Forces; when the Dutch being not well 
able to conteſt with the Exgliſn Valour, they 
contrive how they may deliver themſelves out 
of tneir Hands. At length, they having by 
their Emiſſaries diſſeminated Sedition among 
the People, whereby the Common-wealth be- 
came a Burthen to the Nation, and Wiſe Men 
began to be troubled at the ill Face of Affairs, 
they adjudg'd the beſt way was to ſer up a 
ſingle Perſon. Oliver was the fitteſt Man for 
ſuch a bold fac'd Treaſon. The Dutch being 
now ſenſible of their former Error, in not 
ſupporting the Engliſh Monarchy as their ſureſt 
Refuge and Support. The War is continu'd 
againlt them with Succeſs; yet by their Inte- 
reſt they obtain a Treaty, and thereby paying 
a Million of Crowns to Oliver, a Peace is con- 
cluded z but the moſt diſhenorable and unjuſt 
that ever was to this Nation; but ſuch as it 
was, it continu'd till the Reſtoration. 5 
Not to mention their Ingratitude to King 
Charles I. in other Points, it is hard to forget 
1 „ the 
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the Supplies that his Rebel Subjects drew out 
of Holland, both of Officers and Proviſions, 
while notwithſtanding the repeated Solicitati- 
ons of his Majeſty's Friends, they cou'd never 
be induced to lend him the leaſt Aſſiſtance to 
ſuppreſs this growing Evil, and preſerve the 
Kingdom from Ruin and Confuſion, which by 
the leaſt Act of Friendſhip for all the Favours 
they had received from England, they might 
have done. On the contrary, they were ſo 
far from giving the leaſt Ear to it, that Am- 
ſterdam was made the great Emporium or 
Market for Rebels, to ſell choſe rich and coſtly 
Goods which were plunder'd from his Majeſtys 
faithful Subjeſts in England, and the beſt Fur- 
niture ſome of them have in their Houſes at 
this Day, are many of theſe plunder'd Effects. 
Whereas no King, or Prince in Chriſtendom 
beſides, wou'd ſuffer them to make uſe of their 
Ports to that Purpoſe : Thus they brought Po- 
verty and Miſery to this Nation, and Riches 
and Plenty to themſelves; warming their 
Hands at the unhappy Flames they had them- 
| ſelves in ſome meaſure kindled, Tuning their 
joyful Harps,” whilſt others endu'd with Com- 


_ paſſion, were weeping over a Kingdoms Fune- 
ral. „ 


Nor need I ba at much pains to mention 


their Barbarity and Ingratitude to King 
Charles II. in his diſtreſſed Exile, refuſing him 
not only tlie leaſt Succour, but even to ſhelter 
in their Territories. Yet even this did his 
 faid Majeſty forget, and the Year of his Re- 
ſtoration concluded with them a ſtrict League; 
but they ſoon fell to their uſual Practices in 
breaking of Articles; whereupon his Majeſty 
OA hes. „ | 1664 


1664, being ſtir d up with Complaints of the 
People, and the unanimous Votes of the two 
Houſes, to Defend the Rights of his Crown, and 
the Liberties of his People, which the Dutch had 
moſt notoriouſly invaded, was ready to open 
a War againſt them ; yet to prevent the Ef- 
fuſion of Blood, he ſpent the whole Summer 
in Negotiations to bring them to Reaſon, but 
found his Endeavours fruitleſs, ſo that the 
next Year a War enſued in earneſt, and con- 
tinu'd to the Year 1667. Wherein his Majeſty 
. obtain'd ſo many ſignal Victories, that by their 
humble Supplications and Addreſſes to him 
for Peace, he was induc'd to a Treaty. And 
his Majeſty baving the Guarranty of the King 
of France, and the States, that no Act of Hoſti- 
liry ſhou'd be attempted during the faid Treaty, 
confided therein, and forbore to fit ont his 
Fleet; yet contrary to their Faith, in the in- 
terim they took the Opportunity of burning 
his Majeſty's Ships in their Harbour at Chatham, 
and committing other treacherous Hoſtilities. 
Soon after a Peace enſued, but every Arti- 
cle again broke by them. They ifivaded his 
Majeſty's Prerogative in Fiſhing upon the Bri- 
riſh Seas, without his Royal Licence; they 
refuſe to ſtrike Sail, and diſpute the Sovereign- 


ty of the Britiſh Seas, his Majeſty's unnoubted 


Soveraignty. Affronts ſo groſs, and Indigni- 
ties ſo tranſcendent, that no Nation but them- 
felves ever diſputed it: For it appears by the 
* Records of the Tower, and the Municipal 
Laws of this Kingdom, that the Kings of 
England, have from the time of the Conqueſt, 

ä ( Sls. - . | xl 

Vid Records in the Tower, 25 Edw. 1 de guperioritate 
maris Anglici. | | | | 
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ever had an abſolute and uninterrupted Right 
and excluſive Property in the Sovereignty of 
the Britiſh Seas; in the Paſſages, and Fiſhing 
thereof; and have Power to make Laws, and 
_ exerciſe ſupreme Juriſdiction over all Perſons 
and in all Caſes whatever, within or upon 
the ſaid Seas; as 'twas agreed 26 Edw. 1. 
by the Agents and Embaſſadors of Genoa, Ca- 


talonia, Spain, Almaigne, Zealand, Holland, Friez- 


land, Denmark, Norway, and ſeveral other 


Places in the Empire: And by all the States and © 


Princes of Europe, in a Caſe then in Queſtion 
between the King of England, and the King 


of France, concerning Rayner Grimbald his 
Admiral, exerciſing {ome Juriſdiction on the 
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The Laws of Oleron, after which the . 
an Laws were Antiquated, have now for fi ve 


Hundred Years been receiv'd by all the Chri- 


ſtian World for regulating Sea Affairs, and 


deciding all Maritime Controverſies, being 
firſt declared by King Richard I. at his return 
ſrom the Holy Land, and by him caus'd to 
be publiſh'd in the Iſle of Oleron, as belonging 
to the Dutchy of Aquitain. As for the Rights of 


Fiſhing in the Britiſh Seas, it appears by innu- 


merable Teſtimonies to belong to the Kings 

of England, as by Licences granted by Henry IV 
to the French, by Henry VI. to the Dutchies of 

Burgundy, to thoſe of Brabant and Flanders by 
| Edw. IV. and to Francis Dake of Brittany for 
his Subjects. Philip the II. of Spain, in the 
flirſt of Queen Mary, obtain'd a Licence for 
his Subjects to Fiſh upon the North Coaft of 
Ireland, for the Term of one and Twenty 


Pears, paying Annually the Sum of one Thou- - 


ſand 
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ſand Pound, which was accordingly paid into 
the Exchequer in Ireland: And the Preſidents 
in Rich. I. and King John, Edward III. and 
other Exgliſu Kings are almoſt infinite. But 
theſe Privileges have been ſo vitiated by Cu- 
ſtom, that like wholeſome Roots they ſeem to 
be grown up into Seed, but it may come, that 
there may ariſe thoſe Patriots in England, who 
will again aſſert the native Rights of their 
Kingdom, ſo imperiouſly infring'd by the 
Duteh, and which at preſent ſeem ſo difficult 
o ie vc. 
Now as to their Conſtitution I ſhall take 
leave to uſe the Words of that great States 
Man and Underſtander of Trade, Sir William 
Temple, who gives this brief Account of 
them. © | | 
HE State of Holland, ſays he, in point both 
A of Riches and Strength, is the moſt prodigy 
ous growth that has been j in the World, if we 


"reckon it from their Peace with Spain; before 


which time, though their Forces were great both 
at Land and Sea, yet they were kept down by too 
violent exerciſe And that Government could not 
be ſaid to ſtand upon its own Legs, leaning always 
on their Neighbours, who were willing to ſupport 
them againſt Spain, and feared nothing from a 
State ſo narrow in compaſs of Land, and ſo weak 
in Native Subjects that the Strength of their Ar- 
mies bas ever been made up of Foreign Troops. 
But ſince that time, what with the benefit of their 
Situation, and Orders of their Government, the 
Conduct of their Miniſters (driving on ſteddy and 
public Intereſt,) the Art, Induſtry, and Parſimo- 
ny of their People; all conſpiring to drive almoſt 
the Trade of the whole World into their Circle, 
P while 
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while their Neiphbours were talen up either in * 
Civil or Foreign Wars.) They have grown ſo con- 
ſfiderable in the World, that for many Tears they 
have treated upon an equal Foot with all the great 
Princes of Europe, and concluded no Negotiation 
without advantage. And in the laſt War with Us 
and Munſter, were able at the ſame time to bring 
above a Hundred Men of War to Sea, and main- 
tain threeſcore and ten thouſand Men at. Land. 
| Beſides the Eſtabliſhment or Conqueſts of their 
Companies in the Eaſt Indies, have in 4a manger. 
erefled another ſubordinate Common wealth in 
thoſe Parts; Where upon occaſion they have armed 
five and forty Men of War, and thirty thouſand 
| Land-Men, by the mode tet Computations. Yet 
the Frame of this State (as of moſt great Machines 
made for reſt, and not for motion) is abſolutely 
incapable of mating any conſiderable. Enlarge- 
ments or Conquefts upon their Neighbours : 
Which is evident to all that know their 
Conſtitutions But needs no other Argument be- 
fides their want of Native Subjects to manage any 
| fuch Attempts ;, What Men they can ſpare, being 
drawn ſo wholly into their Trade, and their Ea 
Indies, that they cannot ſo much as furniſh a Co- 
lony for Surinam; proportioned to the Safety and 
Plantation of that Place: And no Nation ever 
made and held a Conqueſt by Mercenary Arms. 
So that the Wounds and Fears they can give their 
Neighbours, conſiſts in point of Trade; in Injuries 
or Inſolences at Sea; In falling. with great weight 
into a Ballance with other Princes; In protecting 
their Rebels or Fugitives; And in an arrogant 
way of treating with other Princes and States; 4 
Juality natural to Men bred in popular Govern- 
FCC 1 254 ments, 
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ments, ani deri vad of late Tears ram the great 
Susceſſes of thoirs under the preſent Mimſtry.. 
It may be laid I (believe) ra Maxim, ohut 
no wiſe State will ever begin a War, unleſs it be 
upon Aeſigns of "Conqueſts, or nepeſſity of Deſence; 
Fur all other Wars ſerve only to eæhauſt Forces and 
Treaſure, and end in imtomard Peace, patt ht 1 
out of Weakneſs or Mearineſs of the Parties; 
therefore the Hollanders, unleſs invaded eitber 
at home or in Flanders (which they eſteem" nom 
the ſame vaſe,-if it comes from France) can have 
no Intereſt to oſfer at a War ; but find their grea- 
teſt in continuing their Courſe of Traſſick uninter- 
rupted, and enjoying the Advantages which in that 
Point their Induſtry and Addreſs will gain them 
from all their Neighbours. And for theſe ends 
they will endeavour to preſerve the Peace now in 
being, and bandy by Leagues and Negotiations a- 
gainſt any from whom they ſhall fæar à Breach of it. 
They will ever ſeek to preſerve themſelves by an 
Alliance with England againſt France, and by 
that of France-againſi-England, as they did for- 
merly by both againſt Spain. And they will fall 
into all Confunttures which may ſerve to ballance in 
ſome meaſure the two leſſer Crowns of Sweden and 
| Denmark, as well as the greater of France and 
Spain. But becauſe they believe that good Arms 
are as neceſſary to keep Peace :as to make War; 
They will always be great in their Preparations of 
that kind, eſpecially at Sea; by which they may in 
all caſes, advance or ſecure their Trade, and up- 
on a War with France, make up that way the weak- 
neſs of their Land- forces, which along Ruſt of 
Peace, and à ſwarm of Officers preferred by. the 
Magiſtrates in favour of their Relations, a. 
brought 10 be very diſproportion d in Force to what. 
lo, | they 
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they are in Numbee. They iſfoem theniſelves ſecure 
Item Spain and their German Neighbours (upon 
5575 has been [aid of the preſent Con dition of theſe 
Princes] Aud from us, not ſo much upon our 
late Treaties mith them, as upon what they take to 
be the common Intereſt, which they think. s Nation 
can never run over, aud believe. is the, oppoſin 
any further 1 of the French 6 7 
Their only Danger they appre hend, is from France, 
and that wot S umedaahs to themſelues, but fo 
Flanders; where any Flame would ſeen ſearch 
them, and conſume them, if net quenched in time. 
But in regard of the Weakneſs of Spain, the ſlow 
AMotions of the Empire, the different Paces among 
' the Princes 1 it, and the diſtance af Sweden; 
They efteem the Peace of Chriſtendom to depend 
wholly. upon his Majeſty, as well ag the Safety 5 
Flanders, in cafe of a War, For they think 
France will be dared, and never take Wing, while 
they, ſee ſuch a naval Power as ours and the Dutch 
hovering about their Coaſts; And ſo many other 
Princes ready to fall in, whenever His Majeſiy 
declares, united by the ſame Fealouſies or Dangers. 
And if they ſhould open a War; they foreſee the 
Conf: umption which France muſt fall into by the ſtop 
of their Wize, Salts, and other Commodities (um 
in a manner wholly taken off by our two, Nations :) 
Aud the Head that may be made. again#t their 
Forces in the Field it ſelf, by 4 Body of Engliſh 
Infantry (fo much renowned Abroad.) So, as though 
their firſt Intereſt be to continue the Peace while it 
may be done with any Safety, yet when that fails, 
their next is to open a War in Fauour of Spain, and 
Conjunction with us. And the greateſi t bey bave iu 
the World, is to Preſerve and Increaſe their Alli- 
ance with us; which will make them follow our 
| . Meaſur.s 
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Meaſureis abſolutely in all the preſent Conjun- 
Fures. | e e I 
It were to be wiſh'd that the ſeeming Pro- 
phey, with which this great Maſter of Poli- 
ticks concludes, may be found in their preſent 
Conduct; for certainly it wou'd prove an in- 
falible Argument, not only of their In- 
tereſt, but of their Gratitude alſo, foun- 
ded on new Benefits from the preſent 
Queen of England, ſuch as hardly any Hiſtory 
zs furniſh'd with, and ſuch, as ſurely no Peo- 
ple but the Dutch cou'd fo fataly and injudi- 
ciouſly prevaricate with, in neglecting and 
contemning her Affectionate Remonſtrances to- 
ward Peace; for no other reaſon, but becauſe 
the Intereſt of England, chiefly as to her Trade 
and Commerce, 1s conſider'd in this Treaty, 
which it never was, or at leaſt, never as it duly 
ought to have been before, which the Dutch 
always did, and always will oppoſe, and ſeems 
the greater Hardſhip now, in regard we have 
paid ſo Dear for the Peace we are like to En- 
joy, having as a certain Author ſays, been the 
Dupes and Bubbles of Europe all along. 
As they had outed us of the beſt Branches 
of our Trade in the Þ:djes by Force and Bar- 
barous Practices; ſo they made fair Attempts 
lately by a Clandeſtine Treaty, to ſhut us out 
of the Trade of Flanders, by which all the 
Ports there were to be ſubje& to the like Du- 
ties, the Dutch ſhou'd lay upon the Scheld, 
which was to be cloſed on the ſide of the 
States: So that they wou'd have grip'd the 
whole Manufature of the Low Countries into 
their Inſatiate Hands, by impoſing what Du- 
ties, Reſtrictions in Commerce, and Prohibiti- 
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ons of Trade they thought fit; and all this 


under the Notion of being Guarrantees of our 
Succeſſion, to the Diſhonor of the Kingdom, 
that cou'd be thought in a condition to want 


a Petty State, under the. higheſt Obligations 
of Gratitude to us, and once only the Objects 


of our Pity and Concern, to protect us from 


we know not what, nor from we know not 


who, and this under the moſt vain and frivo- 
Jous Colour that cou'd ever have been ſug- 
Me have been at vaſt Expences of Blood 
and Treaſure to Conquer them a noble Coun- 
try, which they haye conſtantly taken Care 


| to ſecure to themſelves, by putting ſtrong Ga- 
riſons into the Towns as faſt as they were 


taken, and at the ſame time let their Quota 
be wanting in the Field, and kept the Bur- 
then of the War upon our Shoulders both in 
Flanders and Spain : And for all this, after the 
greateſt Diligence and Application, with a 


ſtrict regard to the Intereſt of all the Allies, 
Her Majeſty has found an Expedient to ter- 
minate a Bloody and Expenſive War, and to 


give her own Subjects, as well as the reſt of 


Europe that neceſlary Reſt, ſo long a Series 


of War has render'd ſweet to them; our 
good Friends and Allies the Dutch think this 
too much Honor for us, to be the Dictators 
of a Peace; believing, or rather feigning to 
believe their Intereſt is not enough. taken 
care of, tho* by what is offer d (and even 


more might have been granted them by a2 


Treaty) they have extended their Frontier 
from the Mouth of, almoſt to the Head of the 
Scheld. And now, we have truely _ 
„„ | enc'd, 
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end; what was faid ſome time ago, "That 
the more Towns we Conquer d, the worſe Condition 
we wire in. For all ot fi will now be tfed as 
Advantages' againft us, and is the true and 
miſerable Reaſon, why they talk to us with 
fach an Air of Contempt and Infolence ; and 
refuſecontinuing their ancient Friendſhip with | 
us, they know it do 's of Conſequence declare 
them our Enemies. 

Have they not under Specious Devices en- 
deavour'd, not only to leſſen. Her Majeſty's 
Reputation Abroad? But even to draw her 
into Contempt, if poſſible, among her own 
Subjects at Home, by abofive Pictures, and 
falfe Libels, both in their own Territories, and 
ether Places. No doubt but Her Majeſty's - 
good Subjects ha ve a juſt Sentiment of theſe [n- 

ckignies, and will not only carry an Antidote 
in their Ears againſt the Poiſon of ſuch flagiti- 
dus Devices, but with their Swords Lives and 

Fortunes, be ready to Vindicate Her Sacred 
Roy} Dipnity whenever there ſhall be occafion. 


There are thoſe in the World, notwithſtan- 


ding, who contribute their Aſſiſtance to taem, 
bur let them be aſſur d, that when they ſhall 
have Extricated themfelves from the preſent 
Delemma they are under, they will naturally 
forget all Engagements, and give them a Taſte 
of Ditch Cut teſy. And aſt] ly, 1 cænnot but 
admire thoſe in our o] Kingdom, Who tho” 
_ they are ſenſible of all theſe Truths, yet open- 
ly cherim and approve their Proceedings; dot 
we may hope quickly to ſee there are Ar gu- 
ments yet to be us d, to convince them of 
their monſtrous e ar 
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